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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Responsive to Response to Restriction Requirement. 
Claims 8-19 and 27-29 have been canceled. 

Claims 1-7 and 20-26 are now presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 20-26 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Perlman 
(US. Patent No. 4.864,559V 

4. As per claim 1 , Perlman teaches a method of disseminating information to a plurality of 
nodes, the nodes connected in a network environment, said method comprising: 

receiving a disseminated message (Figure 7 and column 12, lines 13-17), the message 
having broadcast-type information (column 1, lines 60-65 and column 12, lines 40-53); and 

sending the received message to a plurality of other nodes identified in a partial view , 
wherein the partial view resides locally and identifies some of the other network nodes (Figure 
3, element 330, Figure 8, and column 4, line 65- column 5, line 24) 



Application/Control Number: 09/992,862 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2154 

5. As per claim 2 Perlman teaches the act of sending the message to a plurality of nodes 
further comprises delivery of the message to all nodes identified in the partial view (column 2, 
lines 3-4 and column 4, line 65-column 5, line 24). 

6. As per claim 3, Perlman teaches each node in the network maintains a partial view 
(column 12, line 66-columnl3, line 4 and Figure 3, element 330). 

7. As per claim 4, Perlman teaches the partial view comprises address information for a 
plurality of nodes on the network, but less than all nodes on the network (column 7, lines 34-39 
and column 9, lines 3-20). 

8. As per claim 5 5 Perlman teaches determining whether the received message has been 
previously received; and if the message has been previously received, then the message is not 
sent to any other nodes (column 12, lines 54-65, column 2, lines 19-27 and column 4, line 65- 
column 5, line 24). 

9. As per claim 6, Perlman teaches the act of storing identification information related to the 
received message to enable the determination of whether the message has been previously 
received (column 12, lines 54-65, column 2, lines 19-27 and column 9, lines 3-20) . 
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10. As per claim 7, Perlman teaches determining whether the message is a broadcast-type 
message; and if the message is not a broadcast-type message, the message is not sent to other 
nodes (column 12, lines 15-65 and Figure 7). 

11. As per claim 20, Perlman teaches a computer system for disseminating information in a 
distributed network compr is ing : 

a receive module for receiving a broadcast message (Figure 7 and column 12, lines 13- 

17); 

a storage module for storing information related to other nodes in the network in a partial 
view (column 7, lines 15-41; database storage); and 

a communication module for transmitting broadcast information to nodes indicated in the 
partial view (column 1, lines 35-52). 

12. As per claim 21 , Perlman teaches a partial view comprises address information for some 
of the nodes in the network (column 2, lines 3-4 and column 4, line 65-column 5, line 24). 

13. As per claim 22, Perlman teaches a communication module transmits broadcast 
information to all nodes identified in the partial view (coOlumn 10, lines 46-58). 

14. As per claim 23, Perlman teaches the computer system is part of a distributed network of 
computer systems, and wherein other computer systems in the network maintain a partial view of 
the entire network (column 10, lines 46-58 and Figure 1). 
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15. As per claim 24, Perlman teaches a network of nodes having the ability to communicate 
information between said nodes, said network comprising: 

an application-based broadcast protocol using a gossip-based algorithm (column 6, lines 

35-47); 

each node maintains a partial view of the entire network (column 12, line 66-columnl3, 
line 4 and Figure 3, element 330); and 

each node gossips only to other nodes identified in the partial view (column 10, lines 46- 
58, column 7, lines 34-39 and column 9, lines 3-20) . 

16. As per claim 25, Perlman teaches a computer readable medium having stored thereon a 
data structure comprising: 

a first identification field for storing address location information for a node in a network 
environment (column 8, lines 11-24 and column 2, lines 19-27); 

a second identification field for storing address location information for another node in a 
network environment (column 8, lines 11-24 and column 2, lines 19-27); ; 

wherein the first and second identification fields represent a partial view of the network 
environment (column 2, lines 3-4 and column 4, line 65-column 5, line 24) ; and 

wherein the data structure is used for a gossip-based communication between the nodes 
in the network (column 1, lines 7-12 and column 2, lines 19-27) . 
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17. As per claim 26, Perlman teaches a plurality of additional identification fields, each field 
identifying address information for different nodes in the network (column 8, lines 11-24 and 
column 2, lines 19-27). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. 

a. Lovell et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,633,570) 

b. Cain (U.S. Patent No. 6,871,235) 

c. Hurst etal (U.S. Patent No. 6,131,123) 

d. Brodsky et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,243,763) 

e. Chiu et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,134,599) 

f. Wesley et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,275,859) 

g. Mittra (U.S. Patent No. 5,748,736) 

h. Lee et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,728,777). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramsey Refai whose telephone number is (571) 272-3975. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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